NEW PASTOR ORIENTATION HANDBOOK

Section 17 – Other Resources

LICENSES
As followers of Jesus, it is important that communities of faith remain honest and act within the laws of the land.  There is one area where sometimes some church families act outside the laws and that is dealing with worship music and video.  Though there is a difference in the legalities of Copyright law between Canada and the United States (Canada’s laws are somewhat more relaxed), there is a need for churches to hold licenses which give them permission to sing, project, and publish music in their Sunday services.  These laws have been designed to give the proper credit and acknowledgement to the artists who write the songs used in worship.  

Churches without a license can contact Christian Copyright Licensing Incorporated to obtain a license for their church.  The cost of the license varies depending on the number of people attending Sunday morning services.  CCLI can be reached via the internet at www.ccli.com or by phoning their offices at 1-800-243-2446.

This license gives churches permission to photocopy music, lyrics, and in Canada record CDs for the worship teams to hear songs to prepare for worship – given the fact that either the church or a member of the church actually owns the original recording and has purchased the music.  

In addition to music used during Sunday morning worship services, some churches are now in the practice of using movie clips to help illustrate a point.  Any time a movie is shown in a public setting (anywhere that is not in someone’s home), a license must be obtained to legally show that piece of film.

Also, when a church shows a movie in its entirety, a license must be obtained for them to publically show those films (eg. some churches for a youth event or family night might show The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe, or Veggie Tales).  There have been documented cases where churches have shown videos without permission, and been fined thousands of dollars for copyright infringement.
Video licenses can be obtained through various organizations such as Christian Video Licensing Incorporated www.cvli.com, and again the cost various given the size of the congregation.
WEBSITE LINKS 
Bible Study tools

www.biblegateway.com  - This site offers several translations of the entire Bible in several languages.  It can be used for word searches of scripture as well as it contains several commentaries and devotionals

www.textweek.com – This is a site that has the Revised Common Lectionary for both Protestant and Roman Catholic churches.  The lectionary is a Bible reading plan that has been used for hundreds of years which helps the church work through the entire Bible in a three year cycle (noting the church holy days such as; Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost etc.)

www.sermonspice.com – This site contains several video clips which vary from serious pieces of video that interview real people about given topics to humourous video sketches which help illustrate a point.  Each video can be purchased – some videos can be downloaded for free.

Free Methodist Camp Websites
www.arlingtonbeachcamp.com – Arlington Beach Camp in Cymric, Saskatchewan

www.echolakecamp.org – Echo Lake Camp in Tweed, Ontario

www.kbcamp.ca – Kakabeka Falls Camp in Thunder Bay, Ontario

www.maplegrovecrc.com  – Maple Grove Christian Retreat Centre in Thamesford, Ontario

www.wesleyacres.com – Wesley Acres Retreat Centre and Campground in Bloomfield, Ontario
Clergy Care Website

www.focusonthefamily.ca/clergycare/ - Clergy Care Network website is a resource for pastors and their family’s  
Internet search engines 
www.google.ca 

www.yahoo.ca
www.wikipedia.org – this site is a free encyclopedia 
                         
Other resources:

‘10 Tips for Worship Leaders: How to Enhance On-Stage Presence’ from www.theworshipcommunity.com/10-tips-for-worship-leaders-how-to-enhance-on-stage-presence/ 

Pastor’s Handbook published by the Board of Bishops of the FMC in USA. Indianapolis, Indiana: Light and life Press, 1991.
Plan to Protect (Children and Youth) – Winning Kids Inc., 1-905-884-KIDS (5437) or toll free:  1-877-455-3555 website:  www.winningkidsinc.ca
CHURCH WEBSITE?
When considering ways to increase the community awareness for a local church, many people overlook the importance of a good church website.  The internet is often the first source that people use to find information.  Whether it is for movie times, current news or the location of the closest Starbucks, the internet is the go-to source for information. It only makes sense that churches would use the internet as a place to provide information about the church and its ministries.  
Some churches take the approach of simply putting together a website and not being overly concerned with how it looks and operates.  This can have a negative effect on the church’s image.  If certain important questions are not answered before the website is launched it might be better for a church to delay launching a website before going forward with one that is poorly designed or maintained.  

The building of a website can seem daunting as there are plenty of sites (even church sites) that are incredibly complex. To build a website that is advanced requires time, money, and expertise.  One should not feel hesitant to go forward, though, as it is possible for a church to build a sharp website on a shoe-string budget with little to no experience in building websites.

Questions to be considered before you start
Some information about your needs that you will need to gather:
· Will you be able to keep the website current? There is nothing more frustrating than going to a website and finding that it is 6 months out of date.  (eg. 6 month old bulletins, upcoming events announced from the previous year, incorrect service times, etc.)
· Is there anyone in your church who has experience in building websites?

· Is there anyone in your church who loves to work with computers and surf the internet and would have some free time to help?
· What kind of annual budget do you have to spend on the building and maintenance of the website?
Some website options

· Web based design programs

· www.weebly.com 

· www.wordpress.com

· there are some website hosting sites that provide, not only free hosting, but also provide the very simple options for building a site. 

· Both Weebly and Wordpress use a web-based design program so there is no software needed. Anyone from any computer can edit the website so long as they have the username and password.

· With Wordpress there are templates which can be purchased that can add greater options to the website. Most general templates are under $100 and custom templates are over $1000.

· Wordpress also allows the integration of widgets (youtube, weather, etc.) to create a website that is custom to the churches desires. Wordpress can be simple or complex and robust.

· A Free Methodist church website using weebly - http://newhopefmc.weebly.com

· A Free Methodist church website using wordpress - http://www.wesleychapel.ca
· Joomla

· http://www.joomla.org/
· Joomla is a free open source website design program that provides incredible flexibility in the creation of a church website.

· Joomla is one of the more complicated design programs (although simpler than HTML or Dreamweaver) and therefore requires someone with adequate design andéor programming knowledge to give leadership to the design and maintenance of the site.

· The denominational website uses Joomla - http://www.fmcic.ca
· Social Networking Sites

· There are so many social networking sites (Facebook, Twitter, Foursquare, MySpace) and they can provide an opportunity for churches to share information about the church (service times, upcoming ministry events, photo albums, etc.).
· pros: free, many people use social networking weekly or even daily.

· cons: accessible only to people who use social networking.

· Blog. 
· www.blogger.com
· Individuals use online journaling to share their thoughts with the world but blogs can also be used to function a basic website.
· pros: free, easy to use, no software required
· cons: there is not much flexibility around the structure of the site, the thread approach to posts is good for journaling but not always good for sharing constant information about the church (mission, beliefs, etc.)
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